
August 7, 2020 
 

 
The Honorable Michael Pompeo  
United States Secretary of State  
U.S. Department of State  

2201 C. Street, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Dear Secretary Pompeo,  

 
We write to express our deep condolences to the people of Lebanon after the devastating 

explosion in Beirut on August 4, 2020, which, according to preliminary estimates, killed at least 
100 people and injured over 4,000. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all Lebanese, especially 

the injured and the families who lost loved ones and are suffering from this tragedy.  
 

In Congress, we work to support policies for a strong and stable relationship between the 
United States and Lebanon. We thank you for your comments and commitment to U.S. 

assistance to the Lebanese people as they begin to recover from this horrible event. We support 
the decision of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to provide 
approximately $15 million in immediate humanitarian assistance. However, given the economic 
and public health challenges already facing Lebanon, we urge you to consider additional support 

to address the immediate humanitarian crisis facing the country, aid in the recovery effort – 
including medical care and treatment for the injured and efforts for cleanup of the blast site and 
other impacted areas – and also remain consistent with the United States’ longstanding interest in 
a secure and independent Lebanon.  

 
Given the vast economic impact from the damage to the Beirut port, the disruption of 

supplies for imported goods, and the loss of almost 80 percent of Lebanon’s grain and wheat 
reserves, continued American commitment to the Lebanese people will help address the 

estimated billions of dollars in losses and support long term stability in Lebanon and the region. 
As you know, the United States has a strong presence in Lebanon, including in hospitals like the 
American University of Beirut Medical Center and the Lebanese American University Medical 
Center – Rizk Hospital, which are already working around the clock to treat those who were 

wounded by the blast. American universities in Lebanon have also suffered significant damage. 
We are confident that emergency assistance can be provided to the people of Lebanon while 



adhering to appropriate vetting standards, particularly by working through vetted and approved 
Non-Governmental Organizations. We ask that Congress be apprised of any expenditures.  
 

We recognize that Lebanon was facing many difficult challenges before this tragedy 
occurred, including an economic crisis, heightened tensions with nonstate actors, political 
disputes, and the COVID-19 pandemic. We understand the Lebanese government has placed the 
Lebanese Armed Forces in charge of the blast site, and we support the need for stability and 

peace at this difficult time. While we continue to assess how best the United States can be a 
partner in supporting humanitarian assistance to the people of Lebanon and continue our 
longstanding history of providing assistance in complicated environments, we affirm our support 
for a stable, independent, democratic, and sovereign Lebanon.  

 
We urge you to continue deploying needed humanitarian relief for the people of Lebanon 

and support the multilateral efforts underway to address the impacts of the Beirut explosion. We 
thank you for your consideration as we continue, in our capacity in Congress, to support United 

States efforts to aid the people of Lebanon during this difficult time.  
 

 
      Sincerely,  

 
 

   
 

Darin LaHood    Charlie Crist     Debbie Dingell  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
   

 

   
Donna Shalala   Garret Graves     Eliot L. Engel  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 
 

Nita M. Lowey    Adam Kinzinger    Ted Deutch 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress   Member of Congress  
 
 

Gwen Moore     Alcee L. Hastings   Donald M. Payne, Jr.  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 
 

Stephen F. Lynch    Bonnie Watson Coleman   Haley Stevens  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  



James P. McGovern    Rashida Tlaib     Marcy Kaptur  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Steve Cohen     Vicente Gonzalez    Jim Langevin  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
David Trone     Rick Larsen     Adam B. Schiff  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Ro Khanna    Bill Pascrell, Jr.    Greg Stanton  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress   Member of Congress  
 

 
David Price     Jamie Raskin     Suzan DelBene 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Scott Peters     Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez  Chellie Pingree  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Lois Frankel    Tony Cárdenas   Suzanne Bonamici  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Andy Levin     Jackie Speier     David P. Joyce  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Brad Sherman    Albio Sires     Steve Stivers  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Mark Pocan    Debbie Wasserman Schultz  Ayanna Pressley 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger  Barbara Lee     Betty McCollum  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Katherine Clark    Peter J. Visclosky    Elissa Slotkin 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress   Member of Congress  



Julia Brownley    Gerald E. Connolly    André Carson  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Raúl M. Grijalva   Anna G. Eshoo    Cheri Bustos  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Grace Meng     Sheila Jackson Lee    Danny K. Davis  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Ilhan Omar     Jesús G. "Chuy" García  Emanuel Cleaver, II 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.   Joaquin Castro    Frank Pallone, Jr.  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Thomas R. Suozzi    Joyce Beatty     Jan Schakowsky  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress   Member of Congress  
 

 
Raja Krishnamoorthi    Brendan F. Boyle    Gregory Meeks  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Zoe Lofgren     Rob Woodall     John Yarmuth  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell   Pramila Jayapal    Ann McLane Kuster 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Tom Cole     Carol D. Miller   Anthony Gonzalez 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
John Moolenaar    Fred Upton     Alan Lowenthal  
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  
 

 
Lori Trahan      Doug LaMalfa    Ted W. Lieu 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress    Member of Congress  


